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Officials: St. Germaine closing this year
By Susan Smiley
ssmiley@medianewsgroup.com

Parents of students at St. 
Germaine Catholic School 
in St. Clair Shores were in-
formed Jan. 16 that the 
school will close at the end 
of this academic year.

St. Germaine school 
opened in 1954 and of-
fers classes from preschool 
through eighth grade.

A letter sent to parents by 
St. Gertrude principal Col-
leen Maciejewski stated fi-
nancial challenges led to the 
decision to close the school.

“As a tight-knit commu-
nity, we are bound together 
by our shared commitment 
to providing an exceptional 
education rooted in faith 
and values,” Maciejewski 
said in the letter. “ Unfor-
tunately, circumstances be-
yond our control have re-
sulted in the difficult deci-
sion to close St. Germaine 
Catholic School at the end of 
the 2023-2024 school year.”

Parents also received a let-
ter from Father Joe Barron 
detailing more of the finan-
cial struggles the school has 
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Parents, alumni fight to keep school open
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St. Germaine Catholic School in St. Clair Shores is scheduled 
to close at the end of this school year.

By Steve Peoples, Thomas  
Beaumont and Holly Ramer
The Associated Press

MANCHESTER, N.H. >> Florida Gov. Ron DeSantis 
suspended his Republican presidential campaign 
on Sunday, ending his 2024 White House bid just 
before the New Hampshire primary while endors-
ing his bitter rival Donald Trump.

The decision leaves Trump and former U.N. 
Ambassador Nikki Haley as the 
last major candidates remain-
ing in the race ahead of Tuesday’s 
New Hampshire primary. This is 
the scenario Trump’s foes in the 
GOP have long sought, raising the 
stakes for this week’s contest as 
the party’s last chance to stop the 
former president who has so far 
dominated the race.

But as some Trump critics 
cheered, DeSantis nodded toward Trump’s pri-
mary dominance — and attacked Haley — in an 
exit video he posted on social media.

“It’s clear to me that a majority of Republi-
can primary voters want to give Donald Trump 
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Ron DeSantis ends 
his presidential bid
Throws support behind Trump

By Mitch Hotts
mhotts@medianewsgroup.com

A widower made it outside of his burning Ros-
eville house only to go back inside to rescue his 
dog minutes before the house became engulfed 
in flames, neighbors said Sunday.

The widower, identified by neighbors as John 
Balkevitch, died after some type of apparent ex-
plosion shook the structure and 
then set it afire. His dog, Lexi, ap-
parently was killed also.

“He loved that dog,” neighbor 
Jackie Chaviz said.

Chaviz said there a loud boom 
coming from the single-story 
house shortly before noon Satur-
day that resulted in several res-
idents coming outside of their 
homes on 16900 block of Com-
mon Road, east of Groesbeck Highway. Within 
seconds, the house filled with white smoke be-
fore it went up in flames.

“When anything happened in the house, his 
dog would go right for the basement,” Chaviz 
said. “He could say ‘let’s go for a walk’ and that 
dog would head toward the basement.

“So we heard that sound and John ran outside. 
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Balkevitch

Balkevitch is survived by 
two daughters and seven 
grandchildren.
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Detroit Lions wide receiver 
Josh Reynolds celebrates 
after scoring a touchdown 
against the Tampa Bay 
Buccaneers during the first 
half.
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NFC Divisional Round >> Lions 31, Buccaneers 23


