Constructing commodity magic




Discourse of LEGO sustainability
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Disposal method Non-hazardous (t) Hazardous (t) Total (t)

ncineration <! 20

| andfill

in 2018, LEGO produced 38 million
pounds of waste

* 1.1 million pounds of waste LANDFILLED
* 40,000 pounds of waste INCINERATED
* 35 million pounds of waste RECYCLED
* 180 million gallons of water USED (2018)

Datafimages from LEGO . com




Discourse of LEGO globalization
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LEGOs are made from an
oil-based plastic called:

Acrylonitrile butadiene styrene

linde-engineesing.com/

ABS uses
include:

* helmets
* canoes
* keyboards
* luggage
* medical
tools
* musical
Steam-cracking instruments
furnace

Information, additional image from LEGO.com & wikipedia.org

LEGO gets their ABS
plastic from INEOS
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INEOS imageflocations from https://www.ineocs.com



Decorating/ ' ABS
packaging storage

Moulding LEGO
facility moulding

Images from wikipedia.org, YouTube.com, whatculture.com

» Plastic granules arrive at factory

» Granules stored in 3-story silos

» Super-heated plastic moulded into
individual LEGO pieces

» LEGO pieces decorated by giant
printer, packaged

* Finished products shipped from
warehouses located around the
elgle

Information/image from LEGO.com

Working conditions

* 1.3 injuries per millions working
hours recorded in 2018

* 43% of
managers
are women

* Integrity
training
provided




How much does
LEGO make?

$5.5 billion
in 2018

How much does one
LEGO piece cost?

About 10 cents

What else does
LEGO commodify?
Books
Movies
Video games
Accessories
Legoland

The Hot New Asset

Class Is Lego Sets
— Bloomberyg,

Jan. 17, 2019

Discourse of LEGO economy

e

- - . L - . >
Information | EEGOConT} Wired’cont}Bloomberg'com
Psimages:ieBay.comiLEGO!COMAwiKipedia’org S
. = - : ®



(o)
Jof

1/€COVU

Wod uoZEUE "wod woputy ofe) Yoog 053] MY WO O ] MO0 $5 i dpOM 2o on e ey ‘wodn Bus 1 yed iy wa soBeuy



“We live in a system that, taken as a whole, is unsustainable

... unsustainable systems can’t be sustained.” — Robert Jensen,
The Old Future’s Gone, p. 2




